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Pegnemuende larbor

(ag of late May 1955)

Geueral reparkg: i

The former German armed forces had instelled their experimental site for the
develorment of rockets in the outlying bird sanctuary of Peeneruende, and also
ersc’ ad harbor installations in the smell former fishing harborof the village;
the Sea Police later took over and expanded these installations.

Peeneruende (540087N/13046°E) is the main base ("Fleet Basc") [or the seagoing
units of the Eagt Cerman Sea Folice (Annex 2), and its harbor is blocked to
all merchant ship traffic.

. The harbor of Peenemuende is Jocated at the northern end of Caemrerer-See

(Laeke Caemmerer) on the cove on which the remainders of the viilage of Peenemuende
and the super power station, built in i940/42, are located.

Hautical data:
(See also Ostsea-Handbuch ~ German Baltic Sea Pilot - southern part and German
ges chart D 142,)

a) Approachess
Peenemuende ig located on the east benk of the Peene River on Usedom Island.
Its approgeh from the east is through the Ruden Channel, a buoyed falrwey
loeeted betwesn vast shoals south of Greifswalder Ole, an island; it is a
difficult approach channel from the navigationgl point of view. The channel
which ig entered south of the "Tonnenbank® (buoyed channel flat), is a
dredged fairuay in the Psene River, 7 meters deep and 3 1/2 pautical miles
long. It is a narrow channel and despite its depth of 7 meters can be
navigated only by smell vessels. (Pilotage is compulsory). For reasons of
secrscy, the improvement of beih the channel and Peenemuende harbor with
its quary berths, etc., have not been marked in the German sea charts, in
other words, bave not been released by the East German avthorities,

b) Anchorages ave unavailable,

) Tides and ice conditiona:
Practically speaking there are no tides in that reglon, With winds blowing
from the SE-~S-W sector a 2.5-mile current runs into the Greifswalder PBodden,
while with winds from the NW-N.E sector, the current sets toward the
Stettiner Haff {lsgoon).
The Peene River freezes over esrlier than the fireifswalder Bodden. With
northeasterly winds heavy ice drift is experienced as far upstream as Peenemuende.
A compact ice sheet generally prevails during the months of January and
Pebrvary, while in hard winters it lasts from mid-December to the latter
part of March,

d) FPilots:
Pilotage is compulsory, The pilots who must be embarked off Ruden Island gulde
the vessels ess Tar as Wolgast.

Harbor instellations_(military):
Wharves ard guay i ,
The Pesneimuende harbor covers an area of about 440 by 11C meters and is 4
meters deep. The embankment is revetied by 40O-mr steel sheet pilings and
its top lies 3 meters above mean water level.

The harbor basin is protected from the Peene River by & jJetiy which is fitted
with a degaussing plant (1) erected at its outermost end. The plant is
aguipped with three 60-HP diesel sets, one 150 V/400-A gererator, the
depaussing loop and the degaussing station proper. A4 signal mast for flag
gignelling which is about 3 meters hisgh is also en the jetiy head.

o
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The signal station (2) is installed on top of a wooden wateh tower
located at the fooh of the jetty near the rced running along the western
quay. The signal station is ecuipped with two searchlights and the
ascnventional outfit of sipnal stctions,

The western quay (picture 1) is fitted with a projecting wooden pier

edge (3) 240 welers jong and 2.5 rmeters wide and has a load capacity

of 2 tong, The raterial to be taken aboard bosts is carried by electric
cars alenggide thelr berths.

The tapping pointa {4) of the fuel depot (i3) located north of the harbor
besin txe fitted on the wesfern quay. (For deteiled description of the
fuel depot, see item 9a). Fives similar tapping points {5) sre located

on the gnay piers of the head wharf (Pict. 2) The £illing chutes (6)

of ths fyel tank depot are located just behind the two eastermmost quay
piers,

The rain accesz charmel %o the rarine railway (7), 5 moters deep, is
located in the widile of ths ressive head wharf which has a ship.repair-
shop {8) at the rear,

A sleuing cvane meunted on & heavy motor vebicle is stationed on the head
waar{.

4 single-track vailvoad runs up to the fuel filling chutes of the tank
depot nezr the head whart,

A boat shed (9) and an engine shop for marine wotors (boat engineg) {1C)
are sepsrated fron the marirve railroad by a road running between the

two installations.

A helf-gunk aymunitlon shelter (11)9 which messures about 12 by 14 by 3.5
mweters ig loeated west of these two builldings. Tt is surrounded by a
tarbed-wire fencs, is guarded by a sentry and servea as a store for
infartry, 20-mm and zigral ammunition.

The reed runming parallel to the northern fence pesses north of the
ammnition shelter. Five fieid-stone walled buildings, aprroximately

50 by 20 meters, are located on the north side of that read. They arse

4L to § meters high, and have gebie roofs covered with tarred cardboard.
The balls, vhich are used for the storage of weapons, gear, replacement psrts
and beat eguipment, cach have two doors lesding to the road.

The fvel tank depot (13) is located east of these balils,

& shori messive quey pler projects from the south end of the esstern quay
of the harbor basin. A new wooden berthing edge (14), size and desipn
similer to the western quay, also fv-ms an extension of the wharf located
north of this quay pler.

A rall track runs %o the massive quay pler and continues 8i: 3. the eastern
quay as far as the lubricant depot (17§a‘

4 voal shed (18) neaw to 2 =rall underground armunition shelter (19}, is
located at the root of the sasstern quay.

4 new boiler house (1C), a thestre %21) and a shower room (22) ave
located cast of the road ruaning parallel to the sastern quay, Another
roead crossing it at right angles runs through the base area in an
easterly dirsction. Bipht standard houges, four each on e2ch gide of the
voad, flank the road. (23). They are single~storied wocden houses with
sami-Tinished apper stories or empiy attics resting on massive foundation,
These houses which look like wonden huts eccommodate the female members
of the gea-police, the barber's shop, the library, the KO shop (commerce
orpanization shnpi, the maritime hydrogrephis service and the personnel
of the auxiliawy vessels unit,

Twe brick buildings, housing the mein guard station (24) and a ewall
guard-room {25), are also located on this street,

Paraliel to and just south of the jgst-named road is another road or street
with a garage building housing the fire-service depot (26}, a PCL station
(27) avd a threa-siery brick building, the latter containing the elothing
depot (28).
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A standard-gage single-track rail pesses ncrth of the brickbuildings (23).

The buildings erected around the drill ground (29) include:

The headquarters building (30)(housing the radioc station for long, short
and 1limiting wavelengthas; a telephone with
connecticns is over the Teenermueride telephone
exclunge and linked to the Wolgast exchange and,
via the latter, to the Strulsund-Schwedenschanze
main .exchange, An antenna rast stands near the
headquarters building close tc the street)s

A building for instruction purposes (31)

Guard Unit quarters (32)

Headquerters building for the coast guard boat division (33)
Building with living rooms, also housing the vail office (34)
Dwelling house for officers (35).

A1l the above buildings have three stories and are 55 meters long and 13
neters wide ecach.

The drill ground is bordered in the east by an ambulance hut (36), the
culture hall (37) and kitchen and provisions building {38),

b

?

Bridees and locks
are not to be found in Peenemuende.

¢) Cranes and transportipg facilities:
A slewling crane mounted on a heavy motor vehicle serves te put hesvy
goar on the vessels, e.g., pivot mounts, minesweeping equipment and rines.
Heavy electric cars, railroad tank cars, wagons and trucks are also
availeble.

d) Iugboabs..lighters, icebreakers:
Two lighters, a cable ship, several launchers, a fire float and a tanker
belong to the auxiliary fleet unit, Icebreakers and tugboats are not
available,

—r

e} Shipyards:

The marine railways (7) has a cepacity of up to 150 tons and consists of a
triple-gege track for large and small dump cars and also an electric
hauling winch, Any boats and ships not exceeding 2.2 meters draft and 16,5
mebers bear aadross the rubbing strips - a8 ywell as all motor
minesweepers nnd KS boats - cen be hauled uvwp lengthwisze, Transverse
movenent is possible only if the respective boats are noi longer than 17
meters as tlie breadth of the traversers and the boat sheds cannot
accommodate boats exceeding that length.

4 private shipyard of the Freest fimr with a rarine railway for fishing
cutters is located west of the abo”# . yard on the north bank of the

Psene River. X5 boats can elso be hauled up on this merige railway.

Major repairs, engine overhauls and repalrs to larger vessels can he
cocried cut only by the PeereWerft (Peons shipverd) in Welpaste +de soipyerd i
4180 used as an arsonal and can be practically considered a section

of the "Fleet Baso.” (Ths Peene-Werft is described in = separate report.)

4o Hexbur instellations (eommercisl),
Since Pecneruend:s 1s exclusively available to the vessels of the Sea Folice
and was bullt up as a military base, it is necessarily of no commercial
dmportance.

» Military ipstallations outaside the barbor proper:

a} Fortificationy :
Fouve epplacements for lipht A4 gurs (41) which are used sor Fivisg praciice
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in the direction across the Peene River are located southeast of the
guarvering installations of the Sews Police.

b) Radar, redip ard signal statiors.
With the exception of the sipnal {2} and radio station (3C) located in the
harber area, no other installations of the kind are available.

¢) Military ipstallatiops (depots. auertering fagilities. etcal:
Ssven houses for sea-police members (42) are located outside the fenced base
area near the camentery close to the road. (ricture 3).
An emmunition sheiter has been installed in the former test stand No V11
of the rocket experimenial station {Anvex 3). This shelter is located about
1.5 kilometers east of the casernes on the east bank of the Caenmerer See
(outside the harbor plan), This installation comprises fourteen concrete
shelters, each 6 meters wide; 12 meters long and the archpiliars are
2.8 meters high, The shelters are built into the circular ranpart, thrown up
to & height of 10 meters. The foot of the rampart is 24 to 26 meters and its
top is 2 meters wide, A ring-shaped road, sbout 5 meters wide, with three
brenches ruming to the center of the plant, pesses along the inner side
in front of entrances to the shelters.
The approach road to the plant is of the same width, and is strengthened
by a telford base and a hydrous gravel road surface. A workshop building
with & dwelling mut quartering about 25 ertificers is located to the left
of the ammmition shelter. A guard room &s located c¢lose to the shel ter rampari.
The shelter area is surrounded by a wooden fence about 30 meters away from
the rempert, The fence, 2,60 meters high, consists of diagonally nailed
wooden boards with three rows cf barbed wirs on top. Five waich towers,
about 6 meters high, and equipped wvith 200-Watt searchlights, are located
along this fence, and are permanently manned, The prohibited zone lying
between the shelter rampari and the fence, is protected by two 1.5 meters
high barbed-wire fences, and during the night is additiuvnally illumingted
by ¢luster burners.
Four machine guns emplacements are located on top of the rarpart. The guard
service ig performed by 20 to 40 men. They are allowed to shoot at
pnavthorized persons approaching the shelter installation, fire being directe ?
at sueh persons at 10 meters or nearer during daylight and at 35 reters
after dark, Ammunition stored in shelters Nos.l through i include infantry
and artillery ammunition, mines, gunnery raterial and nitro-glycerine.
A carbine and machine-gun target venge for practice firing at ranges of
up to 150 meters wes erected on another former experimental site, located
500 meters southeast of experimentel station VIL,

4) Installationg for the naval and otler asyiations
The airfield, which belonged to the former German rocket experimental ground,
hes meanwhile been fully reactivated, It is located north of ths harbor of
Peenemuende and of the Kosipin Ses {(a lake), on the tip of Usedom Islend,
Two runways are available, one extending in a nerth~east/south-west
direction, the other in a south-east/north-west direction. The first-
named runvay is concrete-asphalt surfaced, while the other has only a
plain concrete gurface, The firstementioned runway which is usad as the
rein runvay, has a 3 by J-meter shed at its west end. A single spur track
rune from Pahnhof-Hord (nocthern rallroad station) in a westerly direction.
% large tank depot iocated on the airfield fuels the aircraft stationed
there. The airfiseld prover is occupisd by Soviet units.
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6. Guard service and arrangorents:
The western part of Usedem Island, including Peenermiende. has beon dsclared
a coastline protection zcne, It can be entered only by persons holding
personal paygma thich have a perrit stamp provided by the proper Krels-
Polizeiari {distriet police orfice}. The checking station is located just
northeast of Bannemin on the causeway connecting Zinmnowitz with Wolgasi
Just before the causeway branches of fAo Trassenheide-Karlshagen, The perrit
stamps are issued only to personsa living in the protection zone.
The Pesneruende prohibited zone proper begins at Karlshagen and comprises
the sctual sea-police installations and the Soviet airfield, Checking is
performed by both the sea-police and Soviet military personnel both at the
axit of the village and along the rcoad extending from the southwest tc the
northeast gection of the coast. The sntire northeastern part of the coast is
vermanently covered by patrols during the night. Persons entering the
prohibited area must hold a special permit thich can be 1ssued only by
certain authorized official organizations, for exarple, the Sea Police, the
econstruction management, the power station, the salvage service, and the forest
administration.
The installation proper can be entared only by persons holding an additional
special permit countersigned by the base commander. The quay jetty, the
degaussing plant and the tank depot located inside the aea=police area are
individually guarded. The whole jremises are guarded by a guard unit of the
sea police comprising 1 officer, 1 noncom and about 20 to 25 other ratings.
The unit is irelieved every 24 hours.
The sea-police premizes are surrounded by a wooden fencs (43) about 2.5
meters high, The power station at the north side of the area has a brick
wall (44) about 6.5 meters high with boat eguipment rooms on the side facing
the bage, Six watch towers (45 with seurchlighte are located along the fence
and permanently mamned,

7. Coppectlon with the rear area:

a) Bailrosd:
A single-irack rsilroad line runs from Wolgast northward into the base via
Karlshegen as 2 secondary track leading to the Wolgast-Swinemuende lins.
Railroad connection with Greifswald is also available,
A narrow-gage railroad running from the harbor to the airfield was allegedly
planned.
In addition water transportetion from Wolgast is provided for the persommel
of the power station.

b) Inland vaterway conneciion:
Waterway connection vith the inland waterway network is across the Feene
River.

¢} Boada:
An aprroach road runs into the base area from Karlshagen in a north-
northvesterly direction. This road is in comparatively good condition,

d} Adr Traffie:

No detalled reports on air traffic have been received.
8. Iranshivment facilities are not available
9. Supclying facllitles:

a) Oils
POL supplying facilities for vessels include tapping points for power fuel
{4 amd 5), electric power current and low voltage outlets, telephone
sockets and water taps are available,
Lubricants arrive slongsids the berths of the vessels in special tank cars,
Lubricant outlets, as previously meationed, apparently no longer exist.
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The tzrk instellation (i3), which nas a total capacity of 2CC tons, can
gtore 100 tons of diesel o0il and 109 tong of special 11esel oil for ship
use. The plant censists of ten underground 2C-ton steel sheet containers,
7 meters long and 2 meters in diameter,They rest on rarmed-concrete to
which they are tied, jutting about €0 to 8C centimeters from the surface
of the ground. in earth cover, zbout 1 meter thick, is laid over the upper
adge of container thus givirg the installation an overground height of a
iittle less than 2 reters, 'Jil is filled into the tanks from rsilroad tank
vars through five {11ling chutes (46) which allow simulteneous filling from
five tonk cars. For this purpese a siding was laid from the gpur track of
the power station to the harbeor. The fuel flows to the {1 house under
ite oun gravity and is distributed by an electric pump and a hand--operated
rotary pomp.

Fuel can be Tilled into the storage tanks also from tank ships. In this
case the fuel is forced by the pumps of the tanker to the filling chutes
at the dead end of the spur track through the stationary filling pipeline,
The plpeline rwade of seamless stesl tubes has an interior dismeter of 15C
willimeters. The fuvel is purifisd by rubble~filter pots fitted in front

of esach container.,

PYuel is tapped frem a tapping vipeline with an interior dismeter of 150
nillimeters which rune to the ten tapping peints, five each being fitted
on the west side of the harbor basin and on the quay piers of the north
banik. ;be?tepping sockets are two inches thick. Operationg pressure is about
25 I’E [6+1eY

A lubricant depot (17) is located at the dead end track on the east quay.
It has an average storage capacity for 30 to 40 lubricant and rachine oil
drums .,

5) Cogl:
Bunkering coal for shipa is not available,

#) Water:
Water for household use is supplied by the installaticns-owned waterworks (42),
which has three deep wells each capable of delivering 5C cubic meters per
hour (moxirum espscity). The boats tap their water from hydrants.

d) Flectricity:
The Peenemuende pover-station (42} (Pleture No.4) is lecatsd inside the fence
surrounding the sea-police area and is separated by & special wall (44) and,
@ Tence., Work is dcne in three shifts. The power-station supplies the whole
Isle of Usedom and the town of {roeslin with electrie currvent. The pit coal
aeeded for the power station is delivered by freight trains direct at the
power station and is also stored there (50). A guard house (51) is located
tlose to the power station,
The houses of the base are herted by a low-pressurs warn wster heating
system froin Peeneruende power station, '

Swmmayrys
The KS division consisting of three urits and 20 XS boats is garrisoned at the
Peenemuends Fleet Base, The Tirst unit {seagoing) . is the minesweeper launch

division of six vessels; the second (seagoing) outfit is the auxiliary vessel
unif eomprising all supply vessels and some "DELPHIN" and ™TUEMMLER® type
neatsy the third {shore based) urit and the fleet bage headquarters with its
wotorized unit, the headquarters personnel with the supply section and three
guard companies.

The actual atrensth comoriges 29C officers and 1,200 ncncoms and other ratings.
It remaing to be saen whother Psenemuende will be expanded as 2 sea=police base
in tre fugure or not. Most sotevcrthy dredping operations in the Peene River
seem to indicate that ihe Peene River can eventuallr be ravigated by larger
vessels as far as Wolpast,

it may be said in principle that Peenemuende is & small but well orotected
nerbor awd neval base.
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Legend to Ammunition Shelters in Feepemuende

1 - 14 -~ Amunition shelters
15 « Prohibited fence ring
16 - Ammunition experimental laboratory
17 = Fire service pond
18 « MG-Emplacements
19 - Watch towers
20 - Guard station and alert service
21 - carecteker .
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Picture 1 West pier with berths (northeast to southwest)
Picture 2 Head wharf of the harbor basin with quay piers
{northeast to southwest)
Picture 3 Farracks installation southeast cf cemetery
Picture 4 Power station seen from southwest
[
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SKETCH OF AMMUNITION SHELTERS.

I9-WATCH TOWERS. 20-GUARD STATION AND ALERT SERVICE.

I -IL-AVMMUNITION SHELTERS. 15-PROHIBITED FENCE RING. 16-

EXPERIMENTAL LABORATORY.
2| -CARETAKER, PRIOR TO L ATF MAY 1955 Y

 SECRET.

I'7-FIRE

SERYICE POND.

18-MG-EMPLACEMENTS.
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4 - Degausning station
2 - Signal station
3 - Vooden pler
4 = Tapping points for power fusl
$ - Tapping points for power fuel
& - Filling chutes
7 - Yarine railvay installation
€ - Ship repatr shop
9 - Boat shed

= Machanical vorkshop
- Ammund tion g

EREE

ro

Carage and fire-sarvice depo

11ling station for rotor vehicles
t

Clothing depos
29 - Drill groum

30 - Main hoadquarters and radio station
31 - School build,

32 - Duel ling bulldi;

33 - XS division headquarters

34 - Tost office

35 - Duellings for officers

36 - Wooden ambu)ance mut

37 - Cui ture hall

38 - Kitchen and provi:dons building

39 nil

& -l

4 M g

£ = juven quartoring butldings for pcple's palice renbers
el

4 - Vall, 6.5 xetera high with boat sheds
49 = 6 Wateh towers with searchlights

6 o

i m

4@ - Water vorks

51 -

- Pover station

Cral dump for power statlon
Grovd bullding for power station,
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